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The Following are our services For May 2021

: gnd May

: 9.30 am St Francis
: 11 am St Mary’s
.9t May

: 9,30 am St. Francis
: 11 am St Mary’s

. 13t May

: 7.30 pm St Mary’s

: 16" May

:9.30 am St. Francis
.11 am St Mary’s

: 23" May

9.30 am St. Francis
11 am St Mary’s

: 30" May

11 am St Mary's

: Church Contacts

5" Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
Family Service Rogation Themed

6'" Sunday of Easter
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Ascension Day
Holy Communion

Sunday after Ascension
Holy Communion
Matins

Pentecost
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Trinity Sunday
Joint Service of Holy Communion

: Team Vicar Rev. Paul Watkin
: Churchwarden Ann Clarke 01376 514825

: Churchwarden Peter Hope 01376 502605

- Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy 01376 512781

- Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken 01376 583846

- Rivenhall Website www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk
St Francis Silver End Website www.st-francis.org.uk/
Rivenhall Website www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk
St Francis Silver End Website www.st-francis.org.uk/

: Contact the Editor 07904 235101 or phope02@gmail.com

01376 583930 psgw100@aol.com



Some monthly musings for the month of May!

Many people really enjoy the month of May; perhaps even
more so if you celebrate a birthday or other special occasion
during the month as well. It's also frequently a month when
the temperature for lots of us is neither to hot nor too cold,
but rather pleasant and nicely warm, and when items from
the winter wardrobe are for the most part kept on their
hangers or folded up in drawers, until the cooler weather
comes around once more. Plus the month of May gives us
not one, but two Bank Holidays, with many people also
enjoying a couple of extra days off from work.

This year, like many, also sees one of the most important
feast days after Easter and Christmas fall in May too:
Pentecost Sunday. This year falling on the 23rd. As many
readers will already know, Pentecost is also known as Whit
Sunday or Whitsun, coming perhaps from the root of the
wood 'Wit' which in in old English means 'understanding'. As
the disciples gathered together ten days after Jesus'
ascension (and fifty days - hence 'Pente’, following Easter
Sunday), they received the gift of the Holy Spirit, poured out
to them in a new way, and which was promised to come by
Jesus whilst he was still with them. The group, quite literally
filled with God's Spirit were given new understanding and
wisdom enabling them to bring the good news of the Gospel
to all who were open to receive it, in a new and profound
way (Acts 2). It's a narrative which many readers will be
familiar with, and should continue to inspire us in our own
faith journeys. It is also a reminder for us of the blessing
which we can receive from God when we invite the risen
Christ into our own lives, through the presence of the Holy
Spirit which remains offered to us all.

I believe that it is also a reminder of the presence of God's
Spirit through the sacraments of the church which we're also
all invited to take part in, and be nourished by as the body
of Christ - that is a family of God's adopted children living in
the world today. As such we are called to do our very best to
live our lives showing love, kindness, and compassion to one
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another, as well as the strangers we meet in our lives too.

With God we are reminded that there is no partiality, and that
all people are loved and valued, and offered a relationship
with him through the same Spirit which was poured out upon
the lives of the disciples and others around 2000 years ago.
This is why I believe that the ethos the Inclusive Church
movement is so important (www.inclusive-church.org), and
which I'm proud that our parish is part of: "We believe in
inclusive church - a church which celebrates and affirms
every person and does not discriminate.”. The festival of
Pentecost celebrates diversity and welcome all people into a
loving relationship with God.

More unofficially Pentecost is also sometimes known as the
birthday of the church. Not for a particular denomination,
country, or fellowship, but for the universal church which we
are all members of, as it was the day when the gospel was
first preached to large numbers following the Earthly life and
ministry of Jesus himself - so let's celebrate it!

As a final thought this month, I wonder if you would like to
join in with me for some particular prayer, during the days
between Ascension (13th) and Pentecost (23rd)? There is a
long-standing tradition within some strands of the church to
pray during these days for a special intention - frequently
known as a 'Pentecost Novena'. In more recent years the 'Thy
Kingdom Come' initiative has gained widespread use and
support from Christians everywhere, as way to join in
together to pray for the love of God's kingdom to present
here in our world today. The website:
www.thykingdomcome.global has lots of resources for you to
use, and which might be helpful for your own spiritual
pilgrimage between Ascension and Pentecost; but of course
this is something which everyone can, and is invited to join in
with.

One of the suggestions is to choose five people to pray for,
who might like know the Lord's love for them more deeply
within their lives. If this is something which you might like to
join in with, then you only need to set aside a short amount
of time (say 10 minutes a day), in devotion for the people or
2



other intentions which you want to bring to the Lord. Plus,
don't forget that there are a number of us — a mixture of both
lay people and clergy who meet together using 'Zoom' on our
computers each weekday from prayer at 9am. If this is
something which you think you'd like to join in with, do get in
touch and you'd welcome to join us; either as a one-off or on a
regular basis.

But may I wish each and every one of you a lovely month of
May as we hopefully move a little closer to normality. Let us all
also do all that we need to do, to keep ourselves and one
another safe, and remember that different people are all at
different places in terms of their own circumstances and
journeying towards what we hope will be the light at the end of
the pandemic.

And may I finally wish each of you a prayerful and Spirit filled
season ahead, full of the knowledge of God's love for us all.

Rev. P Ualkin.
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Readings and Collects for May 2021

2" May 5'" Sunday of Easter
Readings

Acts 8:26-40

1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8

Collect

Risen Christ,

your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage

to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.

9" May 6" Sunday of Easter
Readings

Isaiah 55:1-11

Acts 10:44-48

John 15:9-17

Collect.



Risen Christ,

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command

and draw the nations to the fire of your love,

to the glory of God the Father.

13" May Ascension

Acts 1:1-11

Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53

Collect

Risen Christ,

you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven:
help us to seek and serve you,

that we may join you at the Father’s side,
where you reign with the Spirit in glory,
now and for ever.

16'"May Sunday After Ascension
Readings

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19

Collect

Risen, ascended Lord,

as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin

may find forgiveness and know your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.

23" May Whit Sunday (Pentecost)
Readings

Acts 2:1-21

Romans 8:22-27

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Collect

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,



through Jesus Christ our Lord.

30" May Trinity Sunday

Readings

Isaiah 6:1-8

Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

you have given us your servants grace,

by the confession of a true faith,

to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity

and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity:
keep us steadfast in this faith,

that we may evermore be defended from all adversities;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
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The 50/50 Club April 2020 winners
15t P Govus 2"4 H Smith 373 Joles
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL

NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON 6™ APRIL 2021

HELD ELECTRONICALLY DUE TO COVID-19 HEALTH
RESTRICTIONS - all councillors took part via email.

These notes are an abridged version of the minutes.

Matters for Discussion
Annual Parish Assembly & Annual Parish Council Meeting
It was agreed to follow the Clerk’s recommendation for the May

5



meeting arrangements. As things stand all council meetings
will need to resume in-person from June but there is a legal
challenge ongoing with the aim of extending the legislation
that allows for remote meetings.

The Annual Report was agreed to be signed off for publication
- this is now available on the parish council website.

Highway Maintenance

Progress on the ECC “Top 50” pothole repairs is ongoing but
behind schedule and has now extended past the originally
advised deadline of the end of March 2021.

The potholes either side of the railway bridge in Oak Road
have been repaired as has the dip in Rickstones Road near
the noticeboard. Rectory Lane is due to be repaired in April
as is Church Road (post meeting note — now completed and
other work recently carried out has included repairs to the
drain cover in Oak Road and filling of the potholes on
Rickstones Road caused by water erosion).

ECC has reported that they will need to revisit the Oak
junction as a road closure and different diversion will be
needed when they carry out both pothole repairs and works
to the defective drains there.

Maintenance

Request for steps and slopes and area around layby at the
A12 underpass to be swept and material taken away.
Planning Applications

ESS/03/18/BTE/23/07; Noise monitoring at Bradwell Quarry

re ESS/03/18/BTE. A ‘No Comments’ reply was forwarded to
ECC.

21/00794/HH: Single-storey extension etc at The Ivy, The
Drive, Rivenhall End. A ‘No Comments’ reply was forwarded
to BDC.

Planning results - the following applications have been
granted by BDC:

21/00349/COUPA: Appleford Farm, change of use of
buildings.

20/02106/HH: 309 Rickstones Road, extensions.

20/00765/FUL: Barn at Ford Farm, Church Road, conversion
to dwelling house.
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Ongoing Planning Issues

Bradwell Quarry - consultation commenced on 18™ March on
the Review of the Essex Minerals Plan which includes sites
related to the quarry, but there is nothing new to impact upon
Rivenhall Parish.

Colemans Quarry - further to the report from the site meeting
held in January, it had subsequently emerged from the
minutes of that meeting that the quarry operators intend to
apply for an increase in HGV movements to 330 per day as
part of their landfill proposals and not the lower figure as
previously stated. It was agreed that when the application is
submitted to ECC, RPC should consider requesting a Call-In to
the Secretary of State.

Braintree District Local Highways Panel — The BDLHP met on
25" March and the following schemes were agreed and funded
for Rivenhall parish: New section of PRoW along Church Road
north from the church; safety audit of the zebra crossing at the
shop.

Finance - 2020/21 Final Accounts agreed.
Information exchange and items for the May agenda

The Chairman reported that BDC acted very promptly on 3
matters raised with them over the Easter weekend -
replacement of broken dog bin where the John Ray Walk
emerges on to Rickstones Road; fly-tipping at the recycling
bring banks on Oak Road and collection of the large amount of
dumped material that arose from a recent litter pick in Rectory
Lane. The Chairman had thanked staff at BDC.

The next Three Parishes meeting is scheduled for 24" May at
Silver End, format yet to be agreed.

Dates of future meetings.

4" May electronically and 1%t June 2021 back to normal
meetings (depending on legislation/legal challenge) starting at
7.30pm at Henry Dixon Hall.

If residents wish to raise any matters with the parish council,
please contact the Clerk:

Telephone (01376) 516975
Email: parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net



mailto:parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net

Sky Notes May 2021

As daylight hours continue to expand through May we reach
the point here in Essex around the 21st when twilight lasts all
night. There are three types of twilight; civil, nautical and
astronomical, each defined by how far below the horizon the
Sun is and so the effects depend on latitude. From the north of
the UK, summer twilight is much stronger than here and in the
Northern Isles is known as the ‘simmer dim’.

Mars is now in Gemini and can still be seen low in the West
after sunset as an ‘extra star’ amongst the familiar shape of
The Twins. The young Moon is close by on the evening of the
16th and should be showing Earthshine.

NASA recently had success in flying a small drone on Mars, a
great achievement considering the very thin Martian
atmosphere. News reports suggested that flying drones on
other planets could be a means of future exploration but in
terms of planets and moons in our Solar System which have
solid surfaces, the choice is limited. One place where it would
be possible is Saturn’s largest moon Titan. NASA is planning to
send a drone called Dragonfly to Titan which will launch in
2026 and arrive in 2034.

Mercury is visible this month in the evening sky, in the
constellation of Taurus. Being so close to the Sun, Mercury but
can be tricky to find as it is always in twilight. Websites such
as Astronomy Now often have helpful guides to finding objects
in the night sky.

Jupiter and Saturn are visible in the pre-dawn sky in the South
East, joined by the waning Moon on the 31st.

Full Moon is on the 26th and is another ‘Super Moon’. There
will also be a total eclipse of the Moon on the 26th though it
will not be visible from the UK.

In mid-month looking South during late evening, 2 of the
bright stars most associated with Spring will be readily on
view. Quite high up in the sky is the orange tinted star
Arcturus, which is 37 light years away. Roughly midway
between Arcturus and the horizon is Spica which is 260 light



years away from us.
Sky Watcher
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Nelson Slices

Sometimes called Nelson Cake, this is a Norfolk version
of Bread Pudding, named after Admiral Nelson who was
a Norfolk man, born at Burnham Thorpe on the North
Coast, where his father was Rector.

1lb stale bread, any kind Grated rind of Y2 lemon
3 oz sultanas 2 tbs orange
marmalade

3 0z raisins 3 oz butter, melted

4 oz brown sugar 1 egg, beaten

2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 1 tbs rum, or

sherry, or leave out

Soak the bread in water for 1 hour. Set oven to 200c
gas 6. Butter a deep pie dish or roasting tin 7 inch x 11
inch approx.. Squeeze the water out of the bread, put it
into a bowl and mash it down with a fork until the bread
is creamy. Stir in the dried fruit, then add the rest of
the ingredients and beat well together. Turn into the
baking dish and bake for 30 - 40 mins. While still hot,
sprinkle with a little extra sugar. Serve hot with custard
or cream, or cold as a cake!
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End to End Nature Care.

Last month’s column mentioned the hope that some fieldwork
will be achieved by the group this year and it is a great
pleasure to report that this has already proved to be the case,
with more scheduled to follow. In fact, with the pandemic
fading we will be able to hold almost a regular summer of
outdoor activities. Anybody who may have rediscovered the
innate joy in experiencing nature through their Covid-inspired
outdoor exercise is very welcome to join us.

Despite falling in April, the Cowslip (Primula veris) count
which forms the traditional opening to our field season was
achieved in 2020, by members during their local outdoor
exercise, and this year by a “group of 6”. It is satisfying that
we have been able to maintain continuity as we have been
conducting this annual count since the millennium year when
the botanical charity Plantlife introduced it. They meant it as
a one-off but we decided to repeat it the following year and
one thing led to another. Long-term projects such as this can
provide valuable data on the relevant to the health of species
and habitats. This year Plantlife ran another study on
Cowslips. Although all Cowslip flowers carry male and female
reproductive parts, in some plants the male parts are more
prominent whereas in others the female parts dominate. The
condition is known as heterostyly and was well known to
Charles Darwin. This year’s project involved studying 100
Cowlsip plants (there are several thousand at our study site)
and determining which flower type they were, the relative
proportions having possible relevance towards the health of
the population.

Despite the Cowslip evening proving to be one of those very
chilly ones we had in April, it was a great pleasure be back
out as at least a small group again and studying nature
together. Of course it is very difficult to plan anything long-
term at the moment so we shall for now continue to plan
activities on a month-by-month basis, working from the
current “roadmap” which says larger outdoor group activities
can commence from 17 May. Here are the dates for your

10



diary:

19 May 7pm | Barrowfield Wood, Rivenhall. Meet at the Church.
2021

26 May @ 7pm Aquatic surveying, Whetmead nature reserve,
2021 Witham. Meet behind the sewage works on Black-
water Lane (TL827138).

02 June 7pm Rivenhall Churchyard. A survey of the churchyard
2021 for herpetofauna followed by general plant and
invertebrate surveying.

09 June 7pm  Silver End Field Hedgerows, to check on Sulphur
2021 Clover population and survey other plants and in-
vertebrates. Meet in Western Arms car park (CM8

3SD or TL813193).

16 June 7pm Pond invertebrate surveying, Rivenhall. Meet at
2021 St. Mary's Road, Rivenhall (CM8 3PE or
TL827174). Bring hand lens and teaspoon (that is
not a typo)

Note that the default start time is now 7pm. Any last-minute
changes will be advertised on our website http://
www.e2e.silverend.org and in the Facebook group
www.facebook.com/groups/767416983842784. If you would
like to attend then please feel free to just turn up on the
night but if you would like more information or just to let us
know to expect you then please post in the Facebook group
or contact me on simon@e2e.silverend.org or 07947 388180.

Simon Taylor
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I found out today that a frog has even more lives than a cat.
Yes, it's true. A frog croaks every night.

' _— My friend Joe
recently went on .

thebony!amn‘ .

How did
it work?

R - Joe lean, Joe
{'  lean, Joe lean,

7 WIST ORGANIZING
THEM WASNT FEEOING
MY CREATIVE GIDe. A

Looking to sell my Delorean.
Good shape, low mileage.
Only driven from time to time.
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SIX LITTLE STORIES WITH
LOTS OF MEANINGS

1. Once all villagers decided to pray for rain.
On the day of prayer, all the people gathered,
but only one boy came with an umbrella. That
is faith.

2. When you throw babies in the air, they laugh
because they know you will catch them. That is
trust.

3. Every night we go to bed without any
assurance of being alive the next morning, but
still we set alarms to wake up. That is hope.

4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of
zero knowledge of the future. That is confidence.

5. We see the world suffering, but still, we get
married and have children. That is love.

6. On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence
“I am not 80 years old; | am sweet 16 with 64
years of experience.” That is attitude.

Have a happy day and live your life like these
six stories. Remember - Good friends are the
rare jewels of life, difficult to find and
impossible to replace!!

CONNECTED CABS
WITHAM

01376 317777

o=y

T

& Wheelchair Accessible

All fares fixed price (no meters)

Card payments accepted in cars

>

' 2 COST EFFECTIVE, SAFE ACCESS, I
S ROOF TOP INSPECTIONSBY &
S DRONEWITHNONEEDFOR 3
S SCAFFOLD, TEMPORARY WORK @
& ORSTRUCTURES REQUIRED. &
P — e
< &0 e Oz

— > A;— ]

HIGHC ( J) D SIGHT g

= ~ £y

é’ @
@

NON DISRUPTIVE, FASTAND @

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, SAME 5

DAY REPORTS AND 3

»  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR =

& REPAIRS 8

E 2

i FULLY CAA AND CIOB g

w

REGISTERED, QUALIFIED AND
INSURED SERVICE. CARRIED OUT
BY EXPERIENCED SURVEYORS.

§ Call to discuss your requirements; §
t Chris; 07817219133 )
3 Jim; 07966403783 g
x email; highsightse@gmail.com §
Prices from Witham:-
Hospitals
Broomfield £22
Colchester General £25
Springfield £18
St Peters/ Braintree
Community £15
Maldon £15
Airports
Stansted £40

Heathrow all Terminals £96

Gatwick £95
London City £75
Southend £50
Loton £95
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ANGLIA TREE SERVICES

Specialist tree surgery

Residential & Commercial Customers

CROWN REDUCTION ¢ FELLING * TOPPING
HEDGE TRIMMING ¢ ALL GARDEN WORK
STUMP GRINDING

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call:
Tel: 01621 892831

Philip Little
Property Maintenance Magician

Local service at local prices
Knowledgeable and friendly

07973 129808 or 01376 515257




these were taken on the 26th April by Sarah



Felix Hall

How many people recognise this local landmark? built origi-
nally in the 16th Century by the Fillol family who were related
to the first Duke of Somerset Sir Edward Seymour the uncle
of Edward the VI. The house was bought by Charles Western
1% Baron Western who was a London Greengrocer made good
as they say. The Western family are very familiar to regular
Church goers at St Mary’s since a large proportion of the me-
morials in the Church are of members of the Western family.
At its core, this house is firmly in the tradition of the Palladian
villa with a compact footprint but featuring wonderful archi-
tectural flourishes such as a fine portico (added in 1825) and,
to the rear, four engaged columns and a pediment. Originally
built between 1760-2, it was purchased by the Western fami-
ly of Rivenhall Place in 1793 and was significantly extended
with flanking wings in the early 19th-century, possibly on the


http://www.history-in-pictures.co.uk/store/index.php?_a=viewProd&productId=8014
http://lh.matthewbeckett.com/houses/lh_essex_felixhall_info_gallery.html
http://lh.matthewbeckett.com/houses/lh_essex_felixhall_info_gallery.html

occasion of Charles Callis Weston’s ennoblement as Lord Wes-
ton of Rivenhall in 1833. However, as with many larger hous-
es, a reduction in size was thought prudent and so in 1939 the
two wings were removed, leaving just a 7-bay central section.
Sadly, during the course of renovations it caught fire, com-
pletely gutting thefine interiors leaving the gaunt shell (shown
below) with the proud Ionic columns shown there. The re-
mains were bought in 1953 and the basement rooms restored
as an occasional country retreat.

Recently however (2015-2021) the new owners have complet-
ed the renovation of the upstairs and downstairs and the
building is now fully restored.

The Photograph that I took on the opposite page recently from
a track that runs around the perimeter of the house and a
number of other properties located nearby maybe a permis-
sive path since it is used by the 4 or 5 other properties located
on the Estate. This walk is one of Sarah and my favourites in
this area and is well worth a strole out. (Peter Hope Editor)



http://seax.essexcc.gov.uk/Images.Net/default.aspx?ID=840415&intThisRecordsOffSet=18&intOffSet=0

The Essex Serpent

currently there is a film being made here in Essex called the Es-
sex Serpent based on a Book by Sarah Perry This picture taken by
Noel Brown. Is not a genuine wreck but part of the filmset. You
can read about the Essex Serpent of Henham on the Hill in this
months magazine

The Lambs at Hoo Hall were very friendly probably more
so now we don‘t have Charlie



Serving the Local Community for overl125 Years

G. COLLINS & SONS

Funeral Directors Ltd

30 RAYNE ROAD, BRAINTREE, CM7 2QH
01376 342266
4 THE STREET, WHITE NOTLEY, CM8 1RH
01376 583750
WWW.GCSFD.CO.UK

Beautlful Rooms For Rent In

Witham & Braintree

We have 4 Lovely houses
2 in Witham—2 in Braintree
With and Without en-suites
£90—£130 per Week
(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with Broadband)
See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk
Or Call

John Mavis Michelle
07850 161629 07714 579783 07966 323914




HELP WITH
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
RICHARDS
FUNERAL SERVICE

o
Dignity’

CARING FUNERAL
SERVICES

01376 513114
78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH
From advice on how to register a death to making all the
arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk
Sick Computers my
Speciality

¢ Home Networking Problems
Sorted Out

e Computer Viruses Removed

Ya Garden

e Operating System Upgrades
¢ Upgrade to Windows 10

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND
QUOTATION CONTACT

Peter Hope Thorough Attention on
peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk Bed Maintenance,
Tel: 01376 502605 Mowing & Clearance
Mob: 07904 235101

Website Telephone
www.speedybroadband.co.uk Barry: 07732337626
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FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

THE SMAE INSTITUTE

HOME VISITS

COVERING:
Chelmsford
Witham
Danbury
SOk

JAMES NEWMAN (MCFHP,MAFHP)
TELEPHONE: 01376 519036
MOBILE: 07793971351

Brookend

VETERINARY PRACTICE LTD

CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND
THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS
CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS
Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm

Surgery Opening hours
Monday to Saturday for appointments

PC DoctOr

Operations Limited

For all your computer
N requirements including:

Virus prevention, detection & removal

Broadband, Networking, Wireless & Firewall set up
Email & SPAM filtering
Hardware Repairs & Upgrades
Software Faults & Crashes
Backup Solutions & Data Recovery [
Software Installation & Removal
Hardware & Software Supplied
Website Management * Computer Training

Office: 01621 891064 + Mobile: 07990 565336
Email: support@pcdocops.co.uk
Website: www.pcdocops.co.uk

Monthly subscription service available to provide complete “peace
of mind” and allow you to spread the cost of your IT requirements.

Please contact for further information.

REYNOLDS
CARPENTRY SERVICES

For all Carpentry, Joinery
& Cabinet Making Requirements

CSCS Registered
30 Years Experience
4 Years Apprenticeship
City & Guilds and
Advanced City & Guilds Qualified

Free estimates — No obligation
All building work considered
Can also make items to order

also

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs,
kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs
too small'

Contact
07889 110962
Answer phone at other times
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Janet C Davies

Dip. F.D. MBLF.D
BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON'S LADY FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service

Telephone 01376 339300

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and
Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon
Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but
With ‘The Gentle Touch’

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials
Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing
Catering—DWP Funerals
Part of the Hunnaball Family Group
Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors

18



SEEEEEEEEEEEES

»Feering Flower Club « 7‘
Do you love flowers?
&

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the
3" Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for
7.30pm J

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50

O] Watch a demonstrator

Friendly chat and exchange ideas
Sale Table

Refreshments

® © 06

For more information contact
Sue Banting 01376 571050
Pat Clark 01376 512418
www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk

SEEEEAEAABBHES
DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS

W € BROWN & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

O S O O B O O O
OF S O O O

A professional, caring, 24 hour service

Private Chapel of Rest
Fleet of arr conditionad limousines
Horse drawn funerals available
Traditional and contemporary funeral services to suit your wishes
Funeral pre-payment plans
Arrangements may be made in the comfort of your own home, if preferred

Haslers Lane 7 Manor Street 31 High Street
Great Dunmow Braintree Halstead

Tel: (01371) 874518 Tel: (01376) 320582 Tel: (01787) 475533
www.drobinson.co.uk
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Turning the pages of History
Research by Tracy Scott

This month we are looking into to life happenings in Rivenhall
in the month of May during the 1800’s starting in 1843 with a
£2 reward will be given by Rivenhall Parish Office’s to any
person who apprehending James Todd. James was a Sawyer
and was about 30 years of age, had a light complexion and
brown hair. He had absconded, leaving his family chargeable
to the Parish of Rivenhall.

1883 Durwards Hall had a narrow escape from fire when one
of Mr A.W. Ruggles Brise undergardener’'s having occasion to
make a fire in the conservatory and was carrying the coals in
a pan from one house to the other when a piece of coal fell
and landed on some straw, this quickly spread to the tarred
barn. With the aid of garden hose and buckets of water, the
workers got the flames under control very shortly after it
started.

During 1800’s Mr George Taber and family farmed most of
Rivenhall area and giving employment to the local folk and
support for their wellbeing. George began in early manhood
working for the Du Cane family of Great Braxted and later
became Head Gardner at Braxted Park. He study closely
botany of plants and then onto the science of seed growing,
this of course lead to Mr Taber being one of the most
respected seed merchants in Europe. These seeds were
grown in this area of Essex and mainly around Rivenhall/End.

Through the press covering the whole of the UK most weeks
he would advertise his seeds etc.., and in May 1865 it
included Cheap Bedding Plants with large quantity of strong
healthy plants of Geraniums, Calceolarias (slipper flower),
Verbenas etc.., in great varieties at low prices. These would
have all been grown at Rivenhall End.

Moving on to May 1890 Mr George Taber presided a concert
at the Workmen'’s Hall. It was a varied programme with a
choir of Master Goss and Pattern, Mr. Beckwith, Misses
Pattern and Bacon, Miss Elvin, Mr Pattern. The band
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members Mr P. Pattern, Mr F. Hasler, Mr H. Bridge and
Master Perry. All lead by Mr J. Pattern and was a great credit
with all players being his pupils.

In 1893 George’s son James Taber organised a training
course on ploughing which took place in one of Mr. Taber’s
fields in the Rivenhall area. A large assembled of local men
and lads came and it was considered good work was shown
by all. Mr J. Taber went onto do the same that evening in
Great Braxted.

v Sa

Mr George Taber died in February 1895 and most of the
running of the company which was then called Taber and
Cooper with branches in London, Southwark, Witham and
Rivenhall End.

The photo shows Mr George Taber (the one with the large
white beard and no hat near the centre) and his workers.
The two workers on the end of the front row are holding a
couple of the plants they would have been selling.
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RIVENHALL SCARECROW COMPETITION

From May 1%, entry forms are available for the Rivenhall
scarecrow competition which will take place from Saturday
19" June to Sunday 27" June.

The cost of entry is £10 per household and this is to raise
funds for the Rivenhall Millennium Committee’s annual
charitable works (Christmas gifts for the over 70s, Santa
Sleigh, illuminated Christmas Tree, free Christmas get-
together etc).

Entry forms are available from:-

Oak Stores, Rivenhall

Bob Turner, 21 Church Road - 01376-513659

Carole McCarthy, 17 Foxmead - 01376-512781

John Macrae, Whitelands, London Road - 01376-514930

Your scarecrow(s) must be visible from the road or pavement
outside your house.

Forms (with £10 payment) must be returned to any
Millennium Committee member (NOT to the Oak Stores).

After twelve months of lockdown, now is the time to bring
some colour, cheer and smiles back to Rivenhall, and if
Government restrictions allow we would like to have a village
'get together' to celebrate. We are therefore planning an
afternoon Cream Tea event on Sunday 27" June from 3
o'clock onwards to help raise funds, at which time the
winners of the Scarecrow Competition will be announced.

(The Rivenhall Millennium Committee)
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THE ESSEX SERPENT Reprinted by Permission

We like to think that Henham is famous for its dragon.

Perhaps the first sighting is described in a pamphlet
published in 1669 entitled - 'The Flying Serpent or Strange
News Out of Essex,' from which we extract the following -
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"The place of his abode and where he hath been oftentimes
seen, is called Henham, but most commonly Henham on the
Mount, the town standing upon a hill, having many fair farms
and granges belonging to it, in one of which named The
Lodge, near to a wood called Birch-wood, by reason of the
many birches growing there, in a pasture-ground close by
the same, hath this monstrous serpent been often seen as he
hath lain upon the sides of a bank, beaking and stretching
himself out upon the same, at such time as Sol did parch the
earth with his resulgent beams."

The first time that he was seen was about the 27 or 28 of
May last, a gentleman's way lying by the place where this
serpent keeps his station, as he rid carefully on, expecting to
receive no hurt as he intended none, on a sudden this
Serpent assailed his horse, affrighting the rider so much with
his monstrous proportion and bold courage to give such an
onset, that all in a maze he spurred his horse, who almost as
much afraid as his master, with winged speed hafted away,
glad that they had escaped such an eminent danger.

Being come home he acquaints his friends and neighbours
with what he had seen of this monstrous serpent, especially
makes it known to a neighbour in whose grounds this serpent
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doth lurk, wishing him to beware of his cattle, and to use his
best indeavour for destroying it, least by protraction of time
it might do much mischief when had I wist would be but
small comfort to him for the losses he might sustain.

The pamphlet even provides an illustration of the 'Flying
Serpent' taken from a woodcut.

Not long after two men of the same parish walking that way,
espied this serpent as he lay on a hillock beaking himself
again in the sun, where they beheld his full proportion,
being as near as they could guess 8 or 9 foot long, the
smallest part of him about the bigness of a man's leg, on the
middle as big as a man's thigh, his eyes were very large and
piercing, about the bigness of a sheep's eye, in his mouth he
had two row of teeth which appeared to their sight very
white and sharp, and on his back he had two wings
indifferent large, but not proportionable to the rest of his
body, they judging them not to be above two handfuls long,
and when spreaded, not to extend from the top of one wing
to the utmost end of the other above two foot at the moll,
and therefore altogether too weak to carry such an unwieldy
body. These men though armed with clubs and staves, yet
durst not approach to strike this serpent, neither it seems
was the serpent afraid of them, for railing himself upon his
breast about the heighth of two foot, he stood looking on
them as daring them to the encounter.

And so the story continues telling of further sightings
throughout that summer and of people watching with guns,
muskets and fouling pieces for it to emerge from its lair
within the woods to no avail.

All perhaps remains a mystery until the late 1990's when
Alison Barnes a freelance writer and broadcaster published
booklet entitled 'The Ingenious William Winstanley' - poet,
journalist, bookseller, historian and novelist of nearby
Saffron Walden and Quendon - 1628 - 1698. He was the
uncle to Henry Winstanley, the builder of the first Eddystone
Lighthouse.
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Her description of the William suggests that not only was he
a successful and talented individual but also he was a man
with a keen sense of humour. She is certain that uncle and
nephew joined forces to perpetrate the Henham Dragon
Hoax of 1668 when they 'created a hollow nine-foot wood
and canvas dragon or "flying serpent" activated by a man
which made fleeting appearances in and around Birch
Wood, Henham throughout that summer and caused great
excitement and mystification in the neighbourhood."

To spread the jest further, in January 1669, William
anonymously wrote the pamphlet describing the dragon's
visit which is vouched for by a churchwarden, a constable
and five other solid citizens. She states that critics of the
story could not be expected to know that the seven
supposedly unimpeachable witnesses were in fact close
friends of both men. A close look at the woodcarving shows
that all present, including the dragon and the sun, all
grinning and smiling as if sharing the joke. She also
surmises that the pamphlet was probably on sale in
William's Walden bookshop.

Authors Note

Whether the people of Henham believe her conclusions or
the existence of the Henham Dragon is another matter. The
Henham village monthly magazine is called 'The Dragon'
and it is true that over the years many strange beings have
been sighted in Henham. The fact that most of the
sightings have been by people leaving The Cock late at
night may cause some to doubt their authenticity, but who
knows?

Sources

The pamphlet entitled 'The Flying Serpent or Strange News
our of Essex' a copy of which can be viewed at Saffron
Walden Library.

'The Ingenious William Winstanley' by Alison Barnes
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From Margaret Martin Places I've Missed

Anyone who knows me well will not be surprised to read that
I am longing to see the sea again, especially Eastbourne
where I first saw the sea when I was taken to meet my Great
Grandmother “Eastbourne Nan” who lived in a house in the
village of Meads. The houses form a square with gardens in
the middle and look delightful. They are near to the start of
the Beachy Head cliffs.

However, yesterday I realised there was another place I have
missed seeing almost as much as the coast. I've been
reading Sandi Toksvig’s book “"between the stops” and she
describes sitting on a London Bus looking out for the flowers
known as ‘London Pride’ . She writes that Noel Coward was
sitting on a bench at Paddington Station during the Blitz. The
station had been bombed the night before and there was
broken glass scattered on the platform from the damaged
roof. As fellow Londoners were going to work he heard their
feet crunch on the glass and this inspired him to write
‘London Pride’ I've always liked the song especially the last
verse:-

‘Gray City, stubbornly implanted, takes so for granted for a
thousand years

Stay Cty, sulking enchanted cradle of our memories, our
hopes and our fears’

And this made me realize how much I have missed being in
London and especially at the view of St. Pauls from
Hungerford Bridge and seeing the pretty blue lights leading
to the London Eye as the city darkens. I thought that other
readers might care to let Peter know of special places they
have missed during lockdown for him to put in future
magazines
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Essex Police

Fraud Alert System

16th April 2021
SOLAR PANEL SCAMS

Essex has recently seen an increase in residents
falling victim to rogue traders mis-selling solar
panels.

Criminals target the vulnerable and those who already have
solar panels to offer unnecessary maintenance contracts,
extended warranties or battery replacements—all at a high
price. One ‘customer’ in Rayleigh received forged
paperwork, whereas most receive none. Following the
payment, no service is provided.

Residents have been contacted via the phone or by cold
callers knocking at the door. Contact out of the blue should
always be treated as suspicious—don’t be rushed to make a
decision there and then.

Remember to Take Five:

STOP - Taking a moment to stop and think before parting
with your money or information could keep you safe.

CHALLENGE - Could it be fake? It's ok to reject, refuse or
ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic
you.

PROTECT - Contact your bank immediately if you think
you’'ve fallen for a scam and report it to Action Fraud.

If you or someone you know is vulnerable and has been a victim of fraud, please call Essex Police on 101
Report fraud or attempted fraud by contacting Action Fraud at actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040

Keep up to date with fraud and
do even more Online @ essex.police.uk R e

27



Organisations in Rivenhall

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor 516975

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday
End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141
Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836
Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317
Facilities

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836
Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551

Mobile Library 13 April 4 May Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m.
Oak Store Rivenhall "Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 538838
Organisations in Silver End

Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906
Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960
Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101
Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913
Friendship Club Maureen Green 585275
Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 07952 992782
Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586
Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959
Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839
Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 07952 992782
St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598
Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581
Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706
Luncheon Club Helen Thomson 583255
Doctors Surgery 583387
Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt 07707 084608
Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell 584639 Web
Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk

Women'’s Institute Brenda Warnes 07931 548193
Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526

Post Office in Co-op - please note that it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm
Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm Saturday 9am to 1pm
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HUNNABALL

Family Funeral Services

Hunnaball of Witham
| Coach House Way, Newland Street, Witham CMS8 1Y)

01376 511592

]
www.nunnabaili.co.u

JANET C DAVIES

Lady Funeral Directors

Funerals | Memorials
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Janet C Davies of Kelvedon
232 High Street, Kelvedon COS 9JD
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@ Are you planning to redesign and
landscape your garden?

@ Does your garden just need a little
TLC or a complete makeover?

@ Are you looking for assistance with
regular garden maintenance or
perhaps a one-off visit to get things
back in order?

@ Is your lawn looking tired? Would you
like a new replacement lawn or
artificial lawn instead?

We are a family run business with over 30 years of experience
working in the ever changing world of landscape management,
business regulations and horticulture, with full public and
employer liability insurance, as well as being a fully registered
waste carrier with the Environmental Agency.

 EMAIL: info@drhlandscapes.com
- www.drhlandscapes.com

- Harcog Centre, 77-83‘Méldon Road, Witham, Essex CM8 THP
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